Ansamitocin P-3, a maytansinoid, from Claopodium crispifolium and Anomodon attenuatus or associated actinomycetes.
Guided by cytotoxicity, ansamitocin P-3, a maytansinoid, was isolated in very low yield from two members of the moss family Thuidiaceae, Claopodium crispifolium (Hook.) Ren. & Card. and Anomodon attenuatus (Hedw.) Hueb. Ansamitocin P-3 showed potent cytotoxicity against the human solid tumor cell lines A-549, HT-29. A possible basis for the occurrence of this compound in mosses is discussed.